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R. CARLOS NAKAI

Inner Voices 7
PRODUCERS: Billy Williams, Jack Miller, Robert Doyle
Canyon 7021

R. Carlos Nakai has not only revived inter-
est in the American Indian flute, he has
done more to expand its context than any
other player, recording with synthesists,
new age pianists, Japanese ensembles, and
fusion bands. On “Inner Voices," he links
with an orchestra. He's done that before,
but never with the sensitivity heard here.
Arranger Billy Williams has taken Nakai's
gentle melodies and cast them on a bed of
string adagios and largos. The feeling is cin-
ematic, like Barber's “Adagio For Strings”
and Hans Zimmer's “The Thin Red Line"
score. Williams never swamps the flute, let-
ting Nakai etch his melodies like a snake
crossing a pond. Occasionally sweet, some-
times stiff, but rarely saccharine, “Inner
Voices" is one of the most contemplative
entries in R. Carlos Nakai's output.



